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NOTE: The President spoke at 3:20 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to John Gardner, writer and founder
of Common Cause; Theodore M. Hesburgh,
president emeritus, University of Notre Dame;
Paul A. Samuelson, Nobel Prize-winning econo-
mist; and Henry Kissinger, former Secretary of
State.

Statement on Signing Legislation on
Most-Favored-Nation Trade Status
for Romania
November 2, 1993

I am pleased to sign today House Joint
Resolution 228, which extends most-favored-
nation tariff treatment for Romania. This ac-
tion, which will lower tariffs on Romanian
exports to the United States, reflects Roma-
nia’s significant progress thus far in rejoining
the community of democratic nations. It will
also assist the growth of Romania’s private
sector and enhance our bilateral trading rela-
tions, improving American access to one of
the largest markets in Eastern Europe.

Romania’s people are emerging from a
long period of tyranny and Communist rule.
Their road toward democracy, respect for
human rights and rule of law, and a function-
ing market economy is not an easy one.
While important steps have been taken, more
remains to be done. As Romania continues
to make progress, the United States will offer
our friendship and help in tangible ways. Ro-
mania deserves recognition for its close co-
operation with the United States in inter-
national organizations, particularly for its
compliance with United Nations sanctions on
Serbia. Romania, like the other frontline
states, has made real sacrifices in this impor-
tant effort, earning the appreciation of the
international community.

I welcome this positive step in U.S.-Roma-
nian relations and look forward to working
with the people and leaders of Romania to
promote democracy, human rights, a market
economy, and prosperity.

NOTE: H.J. Res. 228, approved November 2, was
assigned Public Law No. 103–133.

Nomination for Assistant
Commissioners of the Patent and
Trademark Office
November 2, 1993

The President announced his intention
today to nominate two Assistant Commis-
sioners of the Patent and Trademark Office
in the Department of Commerce. He named
Lawrence O. Goffney, Jr., to be the Assistant
Commissioner for Patents and Philip G.
Hampton II to be the Assistant Commis-
sioner for Trademarks.

‘‘Each of these men combines substantial
legal experience with a solid background in
engineering,’’ said the President. ‘‘I have
great confidence in their ability to maintain
the highest standards at the Patent and
Trademark Commission.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks on Signing the Message
Transmitting NAFTA Legislation to
the Congress and an Exchange With
Reporters
November 3, 1993

The President. Ladies and gentlemen,
today I am sending to Congress the imple-
menting legislation for NAFTA. This will cre-
ate the world’s largest tariff-free zone, from
the Canadian arc to the Mexican tropics, with
more than 370 million consumers and over
$6.5 trillion of production. It will clearly ben-
efit America’s workers. Mexican tariffs today
are 21⁄2 times United States tariffs. As the
walls come down, we estimate that another
200,000 American jobs will be created by
1995.

NAFTA will also enable us to operate in
an unprecedented manner in other areas. It
will improve environmental conditions on the
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